"A man named Pappus."

She knew Pappus as a famous low comedian who had
been a success as a manager.

"I suppose it will be full?" she said.

"Well, it is the great effort of the Blue Faction/' he
said. "This sudden standing for Consul has to be ex-
plained to the Party, who, between ourselves, are not
too well pleased. It is the maxim not to meddle with
the Greens in little matters. Who regards the Consul-
ship? It is a fiction, an anachronism. Besides, we need
the Prince in Persia. However, it is his wish or whim
or impulse, it must go through. If I might dare to sug-
gest it," he added, "might you not do a real public service
in suggesting to the Prince, if you ever have an oppor-
tunity, that much of the present unrest is due solely to
resentment? People are saying it up and down; I have
my reports, of course: 'The Prince is doing it from
spite'; or, 'doing it from jealousy'. Why should he
grudge the Greens this chance of winning an empty
honour with much expense attached to it? That is what
is being asked; that is what is so lowering. He gives up
a great and necessary State appointment to show his spite
against a rival Faction; it is on everybody's tongue. And
it is so inopportune and so ill-judged. He has made count-
less enemies by it and lost dozens of votes in the com-
mittees. I have heard of over twenty Blue Committee-
jtnen who will vote against him. He may have committed
political suicide, believe me. You can see from the Green
parties in the streets how they are taking it. I don't think
that he has any chance of being elected Consul. The
Committees will bring in Hypatius just to spite him. It
will be a blow from which he may never recover."

He babbled on, hoping, as she thought, that some of
what he said might be passed on to Justinian as advice or
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